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Cognitive Processes in Learning-Focused Classrooms

Strategies in each phase of the Pathways Learning Model cue specific types of student thinking.

The Activating and Engaging phase prompts generative and associative thinking; Exploring and Discovering
exercises processing skills; and the Organizing and Integrating phase directs the learner towards synthesis
and evaluation. The graphic above displays the recursive nature of learning. Although the instructional
design identifies strategies in each phase of the Model, an engaged learner’s thinking will move within and
among each phase in a variety of ways while moving towards deeper understanding.
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Organizing Principles of Learning-focused Classrooms

Each phase of the Pathways Learning Model is purposefully designed to support current learning
theory. The framework is implemented in a learning environment where student engagement with
information and materials (authentic tasks) and with fellow students (interactive group work) combines
with conscious monitoring of student success and instructional effectiveness (on-going assessment).




